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of Scots still disqualifies many people from judging
calmly the great issues of a most important historical
epoch. I will leave it to you to apply this to our
views of modern politics, and judge the value of the
ordinary assumption which assumes that all good
men must be on one side.

Now we may say that the remedy for such illu-
sions points to the importance of a doctrine which is
by no means new, but which has, I think, bearings
not always recognised.   We have been told, again and
again, since Plato wrote his Repitblic, that society is
an organism.    It is replied that this is at best an
analogy upon which too great  stress must not be
laid; and we are warned against the fanciful com-
parisons which some writers  have drawn  between
the body corporate and the  actual  physical  body,
with its cells, tissues, nervous system, and so forth.
Now, whatever may be the danger of that mode of
reasoning,   I  think  that   the   statement,   properly
understood, corresponds  to a simple  logical canon
too often neglected in historical and political reason-
ings.    It means, I take it, in the first place, thai
every man is a product as well as a producer; thai
there is no such thing as the imaginary individua'
with fixed properties, whom theorists are apt to take
for granted as the base of their reasoning; that nc
man or group of men is intelligible without taking